"Such cases may be briefly described as teeth in which the whole, or nearly the whole, of the dental pulp has lost its vitality, and where the adjacent dentine, either through decomposition of the contents of the dentinal tubuli, or saturation with the septic fluids from the decompdSed pulp, has become putrid and offensive, and, according to the degree of its putrescence, coupled with the state of health of the individual, more or less affects the cementum and its contiguous vascular membrane."
Mr. Coleman, in describing the process which he recommended for the generality of such cases, says :? "After removing all the softened dentine and the contents of the pulp cavity, but not those of the fangs, and well syringing and drying, carbolic acid on cotton is placed in the pulp cavity, and left there for a few minutes, the time being generally occupied whilst preparing the filling. This latter being made ready, the carbolic acid is then removed, and the cavity again dried, and over the fine cavity or cavities, as the case may be, is placed a small disc of stout writing paper moistened with carbolic a.cid, on one side of which has been taken up the twentieth to the fifteenth of a grain of arsenic, this side being applied to the fang cavity. ?Over this zinc-oxychloride, as usually mixed for a filling, is placed as much as nearly or quite fills up the pulp cavity; and when this has set, the remainder of the cavity may be filled with any suitable filling. In the case of molars, and where it may be supposed there is any possibility of a second application of arsenic being necesssry, I fill temporarily with gutta percha."
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